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The  Cincinnati Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,

Inc. and the Delta Gateway Foundation thank you for joining us in 

recognition of this historic milestone as the Cincinnati Alumnae 

Chapter celebrates 50 years of Sisterhood, Scholarship and Service.  

We are honored that you have joined us for this momentous 

occasion. 

Your presence here tonight helps us to support our award -winning 

chapter programs as proceeds from tonightõs fundraiser benefit 

Cincinnatiõs youth through the scholarships and programs of Delta 

Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. and the Delta Gateway Foundation. 

Thank you to our sponsors, patrons and supporters for helping us 

make a difference in the lives of others. We also acknowledge our 

fabulous 50 th Anniversary Committee, our chapter sorors, program 

participants and you, our guests for your support. 

Without you, this evening would not be possible!  

Enjoy the evening!

Tina A. Welch

Cincinnati Alumnae Chapter

Message from our Presidents

Charlotte McKenzie

Delta Gateway Foundation
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æ Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. is a private, non-profit organization 

whose purpose is to provide assistance and support through 

established programs in local communities throughout the world. A 

sisterhood of more than 200,000 predominately Black college 

educated women, the Sorority currently has over 900 chapters 

located in the United States, England, Japan, Germany, the Virgin 

Islands, Bermuda, the Bahamas and the Republic of Korea. 

æ The Sorority was founded in 1913 by 22 students at Howard 

University. These young women wanted to use their collective 

strength to promote academic excellence; to provide scholarships; to 

provide support to the underserved; educate and stimulate 

participation in the establishment of positive public policy; and to 

highlight issues and provide solutions for problems in their 

communities.

æ The multi-award-winning Cincinnati Alumnae Chapter, established in 

1959, has continued the legacy of public service to the Cincinnati 

community for 50 years, including donating over $300,000 in 

scholarship awards to young women.



Our Mission Statement

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated is 

an organization of college-educated women 

committed to the constructive development 

of its members and to public service with a 

primary focus on the black community.



Cincinnati Alumnae Chapter



Chapter History

ǃ After a group of courageous and enthusiastic young woman 
received permission from the University of Cincinnati, 
Edwinna Wooyard, Beta Chapter, was instructed to establish 
the sixth chapter in Deltaôs chain, Zeta Chapter.  In October, 
1920, seventeen undergraduates and graduates were 
inducted into charter membership of the first Negro fraternal 
organization on the campus of the University of Cincinnati. 

ǃ The first President of Zeta Chapter was Ida Mae Rhodes. The 
other officers included: LaVerne Friason, Corresponding 
Secretary; Beatrice Morton, Recording Secretary; and 
Blanche Dixon, Treasurer.

ǃ Gamma Sigma Chapter was established as the first graduate 
chapter in January 1922, and Beta Psi Chapter was 
organized in June 1945.  In 1959 both graduate chapters 
dropped the Greek nomenclature and united to become the 
Cincinnati Alumnae Chapter.
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ǃ Throughout the years, Cincinnati sorors have been involved in 
the National Organization.  The sorors entered activities of the 
Grand Chapter as they attended the Third National 
Convention in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1921.  Ida Mae 
Rhodes became the first and only national Representative, as 
the office was abolished when sectional vice presidents were 
established.  Ethel LaMay Calimese was elected treasurer 
during the same convention, and Martha Hall Ross became 
the Second Vice President in 1922. 

ǃ In 1926 Zeta and Gamma Sigma Chapters hosted the Sixth 
National Convention in Cincinnati.  Ethel LaMay was elected 
Grand President and Beatrice Morton was elected Secretary.  
In 1939 Elsie Austin became the eighth Grand President and 
Reber S. Cann, who helped establish the National 
Headquarters in Washington, D.C. served as national 
Secretary from 1944-1952, and National First Vice President 
from 1951-1954. 



Local Chapter Presidents
President Term

Eva Watson Henry 1959-1961 

Florence Heater Wesley 1961-1963 

Marquita McAlarty McLean 1963-1965 

Ruth Cann 1965-1966 

Dorothy Moreland 1966-1968 

Gladys McClure Tillotson 1968-1970 

Barbara Perkins 1970-1972 

Armenia Glaspie Williams 1972-1974 

Ruth Wilkinson Johnson 1974-1976 

Lottie Enoch Walters 1976-1978 

Minnie Leach Milton 1978-1980 

Nancy Whitaker Moody 1980-1982 



Local Chapter Presidents

President Term

Allison Bush 1982-1984 

Melba Caldwell Morgan 1984-1986 

Margaret Patterson Horton 1986-1988 

Sybil McDowell 1988-1990 

Laura K. Murray 1990-1992 

Cheryl Yolunda Hudson 1992-1995 

Cammie Combs-Montgomery 1995-1997 

H. Michelle Toney 1997-1999 

Trina F. Madry 1999-2001 

Millicent (Mimi) Y. Mickle 2001-2003 

Antoinette M. Ward 2003-2006 

Veronica L. Chapman 2006-2009 

Tina A. Welch 2009 - Present



2009 ɀ2010 Chapter Officers

President Tina A. Welch 

1st Vice President Danelle Carter 

2nd Vice President Gail McCullom 

3rd Vice President Shawnda DeRamus 

Recording Secretary Shonda Daniels 

Corresponding Secretary Kim Hull 

Treasurer Gayle DeBrossard 

Financial Secretary Ligaya West 



Chapter Highlights

Sisterhood

ǃ Helped to Charter Epsilon Iota Chapter at Ohio University in Athens

ǃ Nominated Soror Elsie Brown as one of 75 Diamond Deltas from 

among our international membership who was then honored, along with 

74 other Deltas, at our Jubilee 75th Anniversary Celebration in 1988

ǃ Established Minervaôs Pen as the Chapterôs quarterly Newsletter

ǃ Helped to Charter Sigma Zeta Chapter at Northern Kentucky University 

ǃ Helped to Charter the Rho Xi Chapter at Xavier University in Spring, 

1992

ǃ Helped to elect Trina Madry as the Midwest regional member of 

National Scholarship and Standards Committee.

ǃ Established Cincinnati Chapter Delta Hotline voice message system

ǃ Established the Delta Choraliers



Chapter Highlights

Scholarship & Financial Support

ǃ Provided over $300,000 in scholarships to deserving young ladies since 

its inception

ǃ Purchased a Delta House as a means of financial support

ǃ Provided financial contribution to NAACP becoming a lifetime member

ǃ Sold the Delta House and used the proceeds to establish an 

endowment managed by the Delta Gateway Foundation

ǃ Officially Launched Delta Gateway Foundation in 2005 which became a 

501c3 entity

ǃ Provided five-year monetary contribution to the National Underground 

Railroad Freedom Center 



Chapter Highlights

Service

ǃ Implemented a highly successful National Initiative ïSOS - Save Our Seniors  

ǃ Conducted award-winning Educational Programs such as Delta Academy, Delta 

GEMS, Teenlift, College Prep Workshops and the Debutante Cotillion Ball

ǃ Implemented the College Prep Workshop to prepare local area high school 

students for advanced educational opportunities 

ǃ Annually adopted local families for Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays

ǃ Participated in Habitat for Humanity

ǃ Conducted Voter Registration Drives, Candidates Forums and other 

Educational Forums

ǃ Honored local women during May Week based on their service within our Five 

Point Program Thrust

ǃ Began a multiyear partnership with State Farm Insurance to present an 

educational pavilion for the annual Black Family Reunion

ǃ Partnered with NCCJ, Cincinnatus and the NURFC to host Chapterôs first 

candidateôs Mayoral Forum at the NURFC



Chapter Highlights

Fundraising

ǃ Hosted the Jabberwock at the Taft Museum

ǃ Published Delta Cookbook ïñDining with Deltasò

ǃ Held our first Cotillion Ball in 1993 which is now an annual tradition that 

has allowed us to distribute over $100,000 in scholarships and awards

ǃ Helped to organize the Ohio Classic in September 1999

ǃ Held our first ever ñGentlemenôs Night Outò fall fundraiser! 

ǃ Launched the chapterôs inaugural golf outing in May 2005, an annual 

tradition that has garnered excellent community support and allowed us 

to raise funds for scholarship

ǃ Hosted the Ebony Fashion Fair in 2007 during their 50th Anniversary 

Season and again in 2008



Chapter Highlights

Awards

ǃ Awarded the Social Action Award In 2009 

ǃ Won numerous Step Show competitions including 3rd Place at the 

National Convention in 1994 (St. Louis)

ǃ Awarded Certificate of Recognition for Habitat for Humanity

ǃ Recognized for reclamation efforts for 200 financial members

ǃ Won ñOhio Alumnae Chapter of the Yearò in 2006 and 2008

ǃ Revitalized our step team bringing home several monetary prizes 

yielding over $4,000, including a first place finish in the Indianapolis 

Circle City Classic 

ǃ Won Outstanding Delta GEMS Program in 2006

ǃ Won Outstanding Education Program Awards for Delta Academy/Delta 

GEMS in 2007 and 2009



Chapter Highlights

Celebrations

ǃ Participated in Deltaôs 50th Anniversary Celebration in Washington D.C. 

where there was a surprise visit by President John F. Kennedy

ǃ Hosted 1981 Midwest Regional Conference

ǃ Obtained Soror Mona Bailey, 36th National President for our Founderôs 

Day Speaker

ǃ Brought national visibility to the chapter when National President, 

Yvonne Kennedy, Ph.D. gave the keynote address for our 77th Annual 

Founders Day Celebration

ǃ Attended the first Statewide Founders Day in Cleveland, OH

ǃ Hosted 2nd Annual Statewide Founders Day in 1993



CINCINNATI ALUMNAE 
CHAPTER PROGRAMS



Our Programs

In realizing our mission, Delta Sigma Theta provides an 

extensive array of public service through our Five Point 

Programmatic Thrusts:

æEconomic Development

æEducational Development

æInternational Awareness & Involvement

æPhysical & Mental Health

æPolitical Awareness & Involvement

These objectives guide our sisterhood and are the foundation 

upon which we contribute to the Cincinnati community.



EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS



Delta Academy

Dr. Betty Shabazz Delta Academy

The Delta Academy introduces 

girls 11-14 to math, science, and 

technology, in addition to 

exposing them to nontraditional 

careers in the sciences. 

Sorors and Delta Academy girls engaging in the

òiSPACE Roboticsó program

Delta Academy Kick -off Sun Screen 
Experiment Coryville Recreation Center


