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M I N E R V A õ S  P E N 

S P E C I A L  P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T : 

¶ We awarded over $20,000 in 

scholarships this year  

¶ 6 sorors were initiated into 

Omega Omega this year  

¶ CAC former GEM and Soror           

Alexandra Espy of Zeta Mu is 

the National 2010 New   

Initiate of the Year  

Please send submissions 

for Minervaõs Pen by email 

to informcac@gmail.com 

or by mail to:                                

Soror Mardia Shands   

P.O. Box 37285 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45222 

 

R E A D Y ,  S E T ,  G O ! 

Greetings Sorors, 

 

What an amazing sorority year we had in 2009 - 2010. Sorors answered 

the call to continue our legacy of scholarship and service to our local com-

munities. From our annual Scholastic Achievement Awards which awarded 

$10,000.00 in scholarships to 4 students to our Census 2010 Town Hall 

Meeting which helped to raise awareness in the community for the census. 

You supported our 5-Point Programmatic Thrust through your time, efforts, 

energy and finances. We also had fun like only Deltas can with our 50th 

Anniversary Monte Carlo Event, Annual Scholarship Golf Outing, and Sin-

gles in the City Auction, all the while raising money to support our various initiatives. 

 

This upcoming sorority year we are poised to move the agenda of Delta Sigma Theta even further. I 

am asking all sorors to get re-energized about the business of Delta. Let's get to work on developing 

new and creative ways to engage our local communities. Let's get to work on seeking new ways to 

extend the reach of our programs in order to impact more lives. Let's get to work on finding new ways 

to partner with other organizations to better our communities. Let's get to work on developing the 

skills of our members. 

 

We have a legacy of outstanding achievements being accomplished by dynamic women. Sorors - let's 

get to work in this 2010 - 2011 sorority year. 
 

Ready, Set, Go! 

 

Tina A. Welch 

 

 

President, Cincinnati Alumnae Chapter 
 

Sorors of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. celebrated our 50th National Convention in New Orleans, 

Louisiana July 29 - August 4. Over 10,000 sorors gathered in The Big Easy to conduct the business of 

the Sorority five years after the devastation of Hurricane Katrina where members participated in 22 

service projects, held in honor of Deltaõs 22 Founders. The service projects benefited local non-profit 

organizations throughout the city of New Orleans. Said Soror President, Butler-McIntyre, òDelta Sigma 

Theta has remained committed to supporting the city of New Orleans in post-Katrina recovery efforts 

since the very beginning,ó. òThrough financial contributions, donations, rebuilding houses and open-

ing up our homes to our Delta sisters who lost everything in the storm, Delta Sigma Theta has demon-

strated our commitment to rebuilding the great city of New Orleans. IMPACT Day is just one more way 

that we hope to impact the communities of New Orleans.ó Other activities at the convention included 

a Step Show hosted by comedian and actor Bill Bellamy, an Ecumenical Worship Service led by Soror 

National Chaplain Vashti Murphy McKenzie, the Social Action Luncheon, and the Signature Gala fea-

turing 10-time Grammy Award winner Chaka Khan and Grammy-nominated singer Charlie Wilson. So-

rors had a grand time and left the convention with a renewed charge to continue the work of Delta. 
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FOUNDERõS DAY 3  

S O C I A L  A C T I O N   3  
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DELTA G.E.M.S. 5 

GOLF OUTING 5 

COTILLION 5 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 6 

RECLAIMED SORORS 6 
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C I N C I N N A T I  A L U M N A E  CH A P T E R  -  2 0 1 0  I N  R E V I E W 

The Sorors of the Cincinnati Alumni Chapter continued our legacy of outstanding work in the community during the 2009-2010 

Sorority year. The year kicked off with an adventured-filled trip to DeltaLand during Fall Round where sorors pledged their con-

tinued and renewed dedication to the business of Delta Sigma Theta. Our joint Founder's Day celebration with the Cincinnati 

Queen City Alumnae Chapter reminded us all of our roots and our mission. We continued our ongoing work with the Delta 

GEMS and sorors took Delta Academy to a whole new level. Throughout the year we partnered with many likeminded organiza-

tions like the League of Women's Voters to promote the Census 2010. We also partnered with the American Diabetes Associa-

tion to promote diabetes awareness. The Cotillion featured 20 debutants who were 

presented to over 350 guests and over $10,000 in scholarships were awarded. Ad-

ditionally the leaders of Hamilton County were put on notice that Delta Sigma Theta is 

a force to reckon during Delta Days at Hamilton County. 

Several sorors were honored for their out- standing accomplishments including Soror 

Karen Bankston who received the Com- munity Service award from the Talbert 

House and the Joseph A. Hall Award for Promoting Diversity from the United Way of 

Greater Cincinnati. Soror Crystal L. Ken- drickõs company was named a National Sup-

plier of the Year by the National Minority Supplier Development Council (NMSDC) 

and Soror Mardia Shands was honored by the Cincinnati Business Courier as a "Forty 

Under 40". CAC sorors represented at the 50th National Convention in New Orleans 

and helped to herald the call of our 24th National President, Soror Cynthia M.A. Butler

-McIntyre - "Let us not be a monument but a movement."  

Sadly, this sorority year we also marked the passing of Sorors Gloria Banks, Nadine Biddle, Barbara Jean Jones, Rose Muldrow, 

Allene Renfro, and Mary Smoot who were initiated into Omega Omega. While 2010 saw the sorors of CAC achieve outstanding 

results, as we go forward into the 2010 - 2011 sorority year, let us not rest on our laurels and remember the words of our late 

and beloved 10th National President, Soror Dorothy I. Height, "without community service, we would not have a strong quality 

of life. It's important to the person who serves as well as the recipient. It's the way in which we ourselves grow and develop." 

Sorors - Ready, Set, Go! 

During this past sorority year, the Arts and Letters Committee of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. Cincinnati Alumnae Chapter, 

launched a new Book Club. The inaugural meeting was held on November 18, 2009 at the home of the committee's chair and 

co-chair, Sorors Wanda and Maya Owens. The club reviewed the book Push by Sapphire. A lively and robust discussion was 

held and the club followed the book review with a viewing of the movie Precious which is based on the book and stars actress/

comedienne Mo'Nique. Approximately 20 sorors and their guests were in atten-

dance.  

Arts and Letters' continued their work 

with a Delta Red Carpet Event viewing 

of The Princess and the Frog featuring 

Disney's first African-American prin-

cess. Over 15 sorors attended the 

event with their daughters, nieces, and 

granddaughters. Also, 20 girls from the 

chapter's Delta Academy attended the 

event after participating in their monthly program meeting, òFrog Dissection Labó. 

P R I N C E S S E S ,  F R O G S ,  AN D  D E L T A S  -  O H  M Y ! 

 

Dr. Dorothy Irene Height 

March 24, 1912 - April 20, 2010 

R.I.P 
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The sorors of the Cincinnati Alumnae and Cincinnati Queen City Alumnae chapters held our Founderõs Day program on Satur-

day, January 30th. Also, joining the activities were the collegiate sorors from Rho Xi, Xavier University and Zeta Mu, Miami Uni-

versity.   

Over 130 sorors attended the program which focused on the serious health risks 

posed by diabetes. Soror Nana Jones M.D., an endocrinologist and her husband, 

Gregory Jones, a diabetic, presented compelling information about the importance 

of proactive healthcare. They provided information about the two types of diabetes 

and some of the signs and symptoms of the disease. They also provided tips on 

how to effectively partner with your healthcare provider if you suspect you might 

have the disease.    

Presiding over the spirited program was Soror Michelle Toney, the Ohio State Coor-

dinator and a member of the Cincinnati Alumnae Chapter who reminded sorors of 

one of our programmatic thrusts, Physical and Mental Health. Sorors were also 

greeted by chapter presidents, Soror Tina A. Welch and Soror Kathy Sheffield of Cincinnati Alumnae and Cincinnati Queen City 

Alumnae, respectively, who reaffirmed our legacy and congratulated the sorors on the positive impact of their programs in the 

community. The event raised $600 which was donated to the local chapter of the American Diabetes Association.  Sorors re-

dedicated themselves to the principles of public service and sisterhood espoused by our 22 illustrious founders and left the 

program re-energized to continue our work in the community. 

 

FOUNDERõS DAY 2010 

 

P H Y S I C A L  A N D  M E N T A L  H E A L T H  L E A D  

T H E  C H A R G E  A G A I N S T  D I A B E T E S 

The Physical and Mental Health Committee took pleasure in our 

collaboration with The American Diabetes Association of Cincin-

nati (ADA) to implement the ADAõs annual Diabetes Alert Aware-

ness Days on Fountain Square on March 23. We also partnered 

with the Nutrition Council and American Heart Association to 

host a booth at the Heart Mini-Marathon Health Expo on March 

27. The focus was on 

diabetes screenings, 

prevention, control and 

nutrition meal planning. 

To further promote 

ôHealthy Lifestyles for 

families, sorors dissemi-

nated information 

about the affects of 

diabetes and the benefits of good nutrition. Attendees at the 

Health Expo were provided free diabetes risk assessment and 

received information on diabetes and nutrition. CAC was ex-

cited about its first òCatching, Coping and Conqueringó physical 

and mental health event and will continue to bring awareness 

to reinforce diabetes and nutrition compliance in the many di-

verse communities we serve.  

 

S O C I A L  A C T I O N  C O M M I TT E E  

A N D  C E N S U S  2 0 1 0 

Sorors took action on a rainy March 13 to educate the pub-

lic about the Cen-

sus 2010. CAC 

partnered with The 

League of Women 

Voters, The 

Womenõs City Club 

of Greater Cincin-

nati and The Urban 

League of Greater 

Cincinnati to host a Town Hall Meeting to educate the com-

munity about the im-

portance of the cen-

sus and its impact on 

the African American 

community. Sorors 

also received infor-

mation from Census 

representatives on 

the impact of redis-

tricting in our communities and our role in determining how 

the lines for congressional districts are established.  
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J U N E  L U N C H E O N 

 We also honored the winners 

of the Violet Award and the 

Fortitude Award.  Congrats!  

Soror Wanda Owens 

Violet Award 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Soror Akila Weber 

Fortitude Award 

Sorors gathered to close 

out the 2009 - 2010 soror-

ity year at our June Lunch-

eon. It was a time of fun 

and fellowship and to re-

flect on our various activi-

ties and initiatives of the 

year. Also in attendance at 

the event were several of 

the scholarship winners 

who shared with sorors a 

brief autobiography and their future educational plans. $2500 was awarded 

to each of the 2010 Scholarship Honorees.  

Keisha Brown, Mt. Healthy High School 

Kara Henderson, Princeton High School 

Lisa Moran, Woodward Career Technical High School  

Kristian Ogungbemi, Mason High School 

CAC Sorors at the 50th National Convention in New Orleans, LA  



This past year the Delta GEMS were on the move!  

The GEMS grew in numbers, participated in empower-

ing events, led monthly sessions, leaped onward to a 

college retreat, and formed close and meaningful 

bonds with each other and the sorors. Their initial 

community service project was a collaboration with 

Keep Cincinnati Beautiful. They also joined forces 

with other community 

organizations to serve 

it up for the 2009 

Make a Difference 

Day. The young ladies 

got to experience òreal 

college lifeó at Bowling 

Green State University 

on our annual college retreat and attended a student 

sponsored fashion show during the excursion. This 

year they also participated in the friendly but schol-

arly, Alpha Esquire Quiz Bowl. As the reigning champi-

ons from the previous year, the girls went in full force.  

Although they did not win the top spot, they definitely 

brought their A game! Thanks to all the sorors on the 

GEMS committee including the outgoing chair Soror 

Camille Woods for a very successful year. Great things 

are on the horizon for 2010 - 11.   

D E L T A  G . E . M . S . 
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We celebrated another successful Golf Outing fund-

raiser on May 22 at the Walden Ponds Golf Course. Sev-

eral organizations including the brothers of Omega Psi 

Phi 

frater-

nity 

were in 

atten-

dance. 

Chick-

Fil-A and Goodies Barbeque were 

sponsors for the event. Addition-

ally, 4 scholarships of $2500 each were presented to 

the recipients of our Scholastic Achievement Awards. 

Violets to Soror Lisa Rowell and the Golf Outing commit-

tee for another successful event. Thank you sorors for 

supporting our fundraising efforts. See you next year! 

G O L F  O U T I N G 

Sorors in the Black Family Reunion Parade  

The 2010 Cotillion committee presented 20 lovely debu-

tantes to the Greater Cincinnati community on April 17, 

2010 during a magi-

cal evening at the 

Northern Kentucky 

Convention Center.  

The theme, òDaring 

to DreamñDefining 

Our Destinyó was attended by 

over 350 guests.  The event 

chaired by Sorors Tina Bowen 

and Danielle Pankey distrib-

uted over $10,000 in scholar-

ships and awards. Ms. Deb 2010, Bria Howard is the 

daughter of CACõs own Soror Carla Howard.  

C O T I L L I O N 

 


